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Commentary 

Congenital anomalies, or birth defects, represent structural or functional abnormalities that occur during fetal development and are a 

significant cause of infant morbidity and mortality. Medical imaging serves as a vital tool for early detection, characterization and 

management of these anomalies. For pediatricians, understanding imaging findings is crucial for timely diagnosis and clinical decision-

making. Modalities such as ultrasound, MRI and CT scans provide comprehensive insights into anatomical defects involving the heart, brain, 

kidneys, skeletal system and gastrointestinal tract. Prenatal ultrasound often offers the first clue to a congenital condition, while postnatal 

MRI provides detailed evaluation of complex structures such as the central nervous system, aiding in the assessment of neural tube defects, 

congenital hydrocephalus and cortical malformations. 

Early identification through imaging not only helps in immediate medical or surgical intervention but also supports parental counseling 

and long-term care planning. For instance, cardiac MRI and echocardiography are indispensable in evaluating congenital heart diseases, 

while 3D imaging and virtual reconstruction techniques assist in surgical planning for craniofacial or skeletal deformities. Recent 

advancements in fetal MRI and genetic correlation studies are expanding diagnostic capabilities, enabling pediatricians to adopt a 

multidisciplinary approach involving radiologists, geneticists and neonatologists. These imaging-based insights are transforming pediatric 

care, promoting early intervention and improving outcomes for children with congenital anomalies [1]. 

Emerging imaging technologies continue to revolutionize the diagnosis of congenital anomalies, offering unprecedented precision and 

clarity. High-resolution fetal MRI, 3D and 4D ultrasound and advanced CT techniques now allow clinicians to visualize developing organs in 

remarkable detail, even before birth. Integration of imaging data with genetic and molecular analyses provides deeper insight into the 

underlying causes of anomalies, helping predict associated syndromes or functional impairments.  

Moreover, artificial intelligence is being increasingly applied to automate anomaly detection and assist radiologists in recognizing subtle 

structural variations. For pediatricians, these innovations enhance diagnostic confidence, facilitate early intervention and support 

personalized management plans, ultimately improving the quality of life and long-term outcomes for affected children and their families [2]. 
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