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Gunshot Injury Causing Vascular, Bone and Genital Damages
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Figure 1: Computed tomography scan revealed a complex sub-trochanteric fracture of the femur with a wound at the superficial femoral artery.
Figure 2: Ecchymosis of external genitalia with deviation and swelling of penile.

Clinical-Medical Image

We report a case of a young patient brought to emergency department by police ambulance for management of gunshot injury after getting shot by a
policeman. First clinical examination found a conscient and hemodynamically stable patient and a huge ecchymosis of external genitalia with deviation and
swelling of penile with a puncture wound on the left side of the base of the penis probably corresponding to the exit orifice of the bullet. Ultrasonography
with Doppler was found a bilateral rupture of cavernous bodies as well as a left testicular hematoma without rupture of the tunica albuginea and an extensive
hematoma of the right inguinal region. CT-scan revealed a complex sub-trochanteric fracture of the femur with a wound at the superficial femoral artery (Figure
1). Surgical repair was performed with initially a venous bypass for the femoral artery and suture of the cavernous bodies. No urethral lesion was found and he
was operated one month later for his fractured femur (Figure 2).

External genital gunshot injuries are rare both in war field and in civil practice. Its occurrence in civilian practice makes it possible to establish good
diagnostic and therapeutic strategies given the availability of complementary exploration means.

Ballistic traumas are the result of penetration into the body of a projectile. No physical theory can predict with certainty the behavior of a projectile in the
human body. Damages are greater when projectiles collide with dense structures such as bones resulting in a high energy transfer.

CT-scan help to assess with great sensitivity the associated lesions in this case it allowed diagnosing other serious and life-threatening associated injuries.
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