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Non-surgical Treatment of Large Ulcerated Basal Cell Carcinoma
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Epiphany Dermatology, Kansas City University, USA

Figure 1A: Eight centimeter deeply ulcerated plaque.

Figure 1B: Multiple one-to-five-centimeter telangiectatic pearly
plaques on her back and shoulders

Clinical-Medical Image
A 68-year-old female with a history of basal cell carcinoma (BCC) and melanoma presented to the outpatient clinic with non-healing ulcerations.
Physical exam showed an eight centimeter deeply ulcerated plaque as well as multiple one-to-five-centimeter telangiectatic pearly plaques on
her back and shoulders. A biopsy of the larger lesion revealed infiltrative BCC with prominent squamous differentiation. Biopsies of additional
lesions were consistent with these findings. Wide local excision is standard of care; however, vismodegib 150 mg PO daily was recommended
due to the extensive nature and multiple locations. Vismodegib competitively inhibits Smoothened protein, deactivating the Hedgehog pathway.
It is indicated in patients not suitable for surgery, topical treatment, or radiation therapy due to locally advanced or metastatic BCC. The patient
noted significant nausea and hair loss at a sixteen-week follow-up appointment and her lesions were markedly decreased in size and shallower.
Unfortunately, she was lost to follow-up (Figure 1A and 1B).
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