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   Our Mission is to provide women of South Suburban Cook County, with 

Transitional Housing, Substance Abuse Treatment, and the collaboration of 

ancillary services they require to overcome barriers to change and reduce 

recidivisms.  With dignity and respect, our residents climb the STEPS of 

personal growth and responsibility; breaking the cycle of intergenerational 

trauma, addiction and crime, while becoming more resilient, independent and 

productive citizens in the community. 

 



Purpose: Assess the need for Womenõs Transitional Housing in Blue Island. 

Conducted by: STEPS (Sisters Through Engaging Personal Strengths) 

Are you aware of any Transitional Housing available in this community for women returning home from having been 
incarcerated?  

 0%  Yes  /  100%  No    

Do you believe that there is a need for transitional housing for women in this community?  

 80% Yes  /  10% No    

Are you aware of any Substance Abuse Treatment available in this community for women returning home from having 
been incarcerated?   

 0% Yes  /  100% No 

Do you believe that there is a need for Substance Abuse Treatment for women in this community?  

 80% Yes  / 15%  No 

Are you aware of any parenting classes available in this community that could be utilized by our residents?  

 20% Yes  /  30% No 

Are you aware of any 12 step (AA/NA) meeting in this community?  

 90% Yes  /  0% No 

Are you aware of any support services for victims of Domestic Violence in this community?  

 15% Yes  /  30% No 

Are you aware of any Mental Health Service available for women in this community?  

 50% Yes  /  30% No 

Are you aware of any Literacy Programs in this community?  

 60% Yes  /  30% No 

Are you aware of any Job Training Programs available to residents in this community?  

 40% Yes  /  40% No 

Are you aware of any businesses that would be willing to work with STEPS in developing a program to employ our 
residents?  

 25% Yes  /  15% No 

Are you aware of any businesses that would be willing to offer any services to assist and support STEPS?  

 25% Yes  /  15% No 

Would you support STEPS as a program in this community?  

 85% Yes  /  10% No 

Do you have any time or skills available to assist in the success of STEPS residents?  

 20% Yes  /  10% No 

Would you be opposed to a Womenõs Transitional Home in this community?  

 5% Yes  / 85%  No   

 
 
 



Summary of Survey 

�‡ The results of a community needs assessment are 

favorable and gives us the go signal to establish STEPS 

in Blue Island. There were 800 respondents; a very high 

response given this is a new endeavor. Of those 

responding 80% identified a need for transitional 

housing for female ex-offenders retuning to the 

community, and 80% identified a need for substance 

abuse treatment for these women. Even more 

encouraging was that 85% of respondents gave support 

and only 5% opposed STEPS.  

 


